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by Pitt's energy and Wolfe's heroism. It may be that,
the greater vitality of the English colonies, and their im-
mense superiority in population and wealth, would have
assured, sooner or later, the absorption of their weaker
neighbour; but if the absorption had been delayed, even
for a generation, the development of America might have
run in different channels. As it was, the conquest of
Canada soon bore fruit that was little looked for by
the conquerors. Within sixteen years of the capitulation
of Montreal, the celebrated Declaration of Independence
was signed by the thirteen old English colonies.

Montcalm foretold it, if a curiously interesting letter,
purporting to have been written by him three weeks be-
Montcaim's fore his deatn> maY be accepted as genuine,
prediction. Jn this letter he dwells on the independent
spirit of the English colonists, and their impatience under
restraint, and after observing that nothing but their fear
of falling under the power of France had prevented their
throwing off the yoke of the mother country long before,
predicts that they would throw it off within ten years of the
conquest of Canada. His prediction was almost literally
fulfilled, but it is a significant fact, and one which Mont-
calm perhaps did not foresee, that all through the struggle
for independence, even when France was fighting on the
side of the revolted colonies, the French Canadians re-
mained, as they have remained ever since, unswerving in
loyalty to their new mistress.